FERAL CAT PROGRAM GUIDELINES, PROCEDURES AND POLICIES
1. The purpose of this document is to establish procedures for trap, neuter, return/relocate, socialization, handling of cats or kittens and where to go to have medical procedures done.

2. Trapping – Only approved trapping devices and methods will be used for any person volunteering with the FCP.

a. Tomahawk Live Traps – Humane traps made by this company or trap that is made in accordance with this type of trap will be used only. http://www.livetrap.com (800) 272-8727
b. Drop Traps – These traps are designed to trap a cat that will not go into a Tomahawk type trap. They are also used to trap more than one at a time.

c. Borrowing of traps – either of these traps can be borrowed from Holly by emailing or calling to make arrangements for pick up.  No deposit is required.  Traps must be returned to the same location of pick up timely after all the cats in the colony have been trapped.

d. Volunteers in FCP use of traps – volunteers will be given a trap to keep on hand for use when dispatched to a location to assist with trapping.

3. Spay/Neuter & Medical care – Only approved vets will be used to spay/neuter and provide medical care due to discount pricing provided to the FCP by these vets:  
a. Pet Vet – 4630 Martin Road, Cumming, 30041, (770) 887-1565,                f. (770)781-4237.  Contacts:  Terrye Bradley, Office manager. 
b. Hamilton Ridge Animal Hospital – 3421 Ridge Road, Ste. B-106, Buford, (770) 614-1919. f. (770)614-1219.  Contacts:  Kri Hargett, Office manager, Dr. Beth Ver Steeg.
c. Apalachee Ridge Animal Hospital – 1250 Auburn Road, Ste. B-207, Dacula, (770) 962-9660, f. (770) 338-7589.  Contacts:  Lesley Reese, Office manager, Dr. Mike Wanchick.
d. Steeplechase Veterinary Hospital & Animal Behavior Center – 5610 Bethelview Road, Ste. 900, Cumming, 30040, (678) 208-2200, f.(678)208-2201.  Contacts:  Dr. Tonya Amiri, Penny (receptionist), Melissa (receptionist), Joe (female,vet tech).  

e. Some other vets that may offer emergency care at reduced rates follow (during regular business hours):  
i. Lanier Animal Hospital (Sugarhill) – Dr. Mavis McCormick-Rantzee, 5885 Cumming Highway, Ste. 105, Sugar Hill, 30518, (770) 831-5965. 
ii. Cumming Veterinary Clinic (Cumming in town) – Dr. Jim Fitzsimons, 4110 North Old Atlanta Rd, Cumming, 30040, (770)887-3119.
iii.  Tri County Animal Hospital (Cumming Hwy 20) – Dr. Teal, 4316 Canton Hwy, Cumming, 30040, (770)887-4530.
iv. These vets must be asked about a discount by the FCP Coordinator and do not automatically give it. If you have a cat that is VERY sick these clinics are not set up to handle this without proper prior notice from Holly Cohen.

f. Extreme Emergency for FCP foster homes – these hospitals are open 24 hours and should be used after normal business hours in a life or death situation.  The bill will be very expensive and must be paid by the caregiver at the time of the visit.  The FCP will reimburse ONLY if the FCP Coordinator is aware of the emergency prior to going.  ****When checking in tell them you are part of the Humane Society of Forsyth County:

i. All Pets Emergency  – 6460 Atlanta Highway, Alpharetta, 30004, (678)366-2500.  Located on Hwy 9, one mile south of Exit 12.  They are set up to handle very sick animals and have isolation wards. This is a temporary housing for the animal and it will need to be transferred to another clinic as soon as possible. Those arrangements need to be made with Holly Cohen. 
ii. Georgia Veterinary Specialist – 455 Abernathy Road NE, Atlanta, 30328, (404)459-0903.  GA 400S to Abernathy Road (Exit 5), turn right, then go about 3 miles and you will see a big building on your left that you must pass then make U turn to get to.
4. Other Immunizations & Tests – 
a. Rabies vaccine - should be given to any kitten that is of correct weight and age at the time of spay/neuter. Rabies vaccines are given if the cat is 12 weeks of age.  DISTEMPER VACCINE CAN BE DONE AT THE SAME TIME AS RABIES.  HOWEVER IF RABIES IS DONE FIRST WITHOUT DISTEMPER THEN WAIT TO DO DISTEMPER VACCINE.
b. Distemper vaccines - will be given by FCP volunteers or if a foster parent is experienced at giving vaccinations, they may do it.  NOTE – all vaccinations must be recorded on paper in the medical record.  If a kitten is taken from its mother or motherless, the vaccinations will begin immediately, IF THE KITTEN IS HEALTHY (ideally the kitten should be 5-6 weeks old, but we do not want them to go unvaccinated because they will be susceptible to the disease) because we will assume the mother has not been vaccinated.  The kitten can be vaccinated every 2-3 weeks, no sooner than 2 weeks, no more than 3 weeks later from the first vaccine.  Arrangements must be made with Rick Eubanks to get this vaccine.
c.  FeLeuk/FIV tests - are not paid for by the program but are highly recommended to be done on any kitten that is going to be socialized for adoption.  Payment for this test will be born by the caregiver.
d. All vaccinations are the responsibility of the adopter after a cat is adopted and will not be paid by the FCP.

5. FCP Cats/Kittens cared for by FCP volunteers – These cats should be kept in separate cages and isolated from any other domestic or feral cat or kitten for at the minimum of 10 days. Litters of kittens are not to be mixed. Do not allow a lone kitten to feed from a mother that is not theirs. This kitten must be isolated for at least 10 days and bottle fed if needed. If you are unable to care for a kitten or cat in this manner contact another volunteer for help immediately.

a. Certificates/vouchers for spay/neuter
i.  These will be issued by the FCP Coordinator to the caregiver for each cat or colony that the caregiver is helping.  A cat cannot receive any veterinary care without this. 

ii.  The caregiver must have keep the voucher and show it each time they take a cat into the vet and keep possession of it until all of the cats in the colony have been spayed or neutered.
6. Disease descriptions to watch for – 
a. Panleukopenia – 
i. A highly contagious viral disease of cats caused by the feline parvovirus. Over the years, FP has been known by a variety of names including feline distemper, feline infectious enteritis, cat fever and cat typhoid. Feline distemper should not be confused with canine distemper—although their names are similar, they are caused by different viruses. 
ii. The first visible signs an owner might notice include generalized depression, loss of appetite, high fever, lethargy, vomiting, severe diarrhea, nasal discharge, and dehydration. Sick cats may sit for long periods of time in front of their water bowls but not drink much water. 
iii. FP is confirmed when the feline parvovirus is found in the blood or stool. While cats of any age may be infected with the feline parvovirus that causes FP, young kittens, sick cats, and unvaccinated cats are most susceptible. It is most commonly seen in cats 3-5 months of age with about 75% of kittens less than 16 weeks of age likely to die if infected. 
iv. "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure" definitely rings true for FP—preventing infection is more effective than treating an infected cat. Today, there are vaccines that offer the best protection from feline parvovirus infection. The vaccines stimulate the cat's body to produce protective antibodies. Later, if the vaccinated cat comes in contact with an infected cat, its body will fight off the infection because of those same antibodies produced in response to the vaccine. The vaccines are effective for prevention of FP but they cannot treat or cure an unvaccinated cat once it becomes ill. 

b. FIV/FeLeuk – 
i. Feline leukemia is a form of immunodeficiency disease in cats which is usually fatal.  The disease, caused by a virus, can lead to immunosuppression, secondary infections, and tumor growth.  Infected cats are unable to resist other disease agents and may die from associated infections; similar to the human AIDS virus. 

ii. Testing for the disease is recommended prior to initiating a vaccination program for prevention. It consists of a series of three doses followed by annual boosters.  Cats must be tested prior to receiving the vaccination or they will test positive for the virus after infection (because the test detects antibodies).
7. Return/Relocate – 
a. Return - The trapped cat that can not be socialized should be returned to the place it was trapped once proper recovery time has happened. This also means the cat should stay isolated during this time and if any medicine is required it should also be kept isolated.  Usually the recovery period after sterilization is 2-3 days for females and 1-2 days for males.
b. Relocate – When a cat is to be relocated the cat should be introduced to the feeding station location for 7-10 days while being kept in a dog crate with food, water, and a litter box and kept out of the sun. Some groups recommend up to 3 weeks. In some cases neither of this is possible.

8. Fostering in the Feral Cat Program
a. The cat/kitten should be given a name, a bio written, a picture taken as soon as possible and emailed to Rick Eubanks so he can put the cat on Petfinder, Humane Society website, and Craig’s List to be listed for adoption.

b. After determining the cat is the correct age and weight, spay or neuter vet appointments should be set up.

c. Distemper vaccine should be started.
d. Offsite adoptions will be held at Steeplechase Veterinary Hospital – dates to be determined.  You must bring your foster cat in a dog crate for this, so people can see the cat.  *********This is a requirement to take the foster cat to adoptions unless the cat is adopted immediately.
e. Adoption of foster cats – the new home should be discussed with the FCP Coordinator prior to adoption unless someone knows the person who is adopting and can attest that they feel the cat is getting a good home and will be safe and properly cared for. 
f. Adoption fee - there is no set adoption fee.  We ask for a donation.  We start by asking for a donation of $50, if the person is willing to donate more, please let them know that it costs the FCP more than this to help each cat. 
9. Fostering in the Humane Society Program

a. Cats coming into the FCP may be eligible to be put into the HSFC program if they are friendly.  This will enable the cat to be put on the waiting list to go into the Humane Society building.  Approval for a cat to go into the HSFC program must be done by Sheri McElroy or Laurie Hutchins.  Upon approval, a Humane Society ID# will be issued for the cat.
b. The cat must be taken to the Humane Society for 3 distemper vaccinations & a microchip to be picked up and inserted during spay/neuter surgery.

c. The FCP will issue a voucher to get the cat spayed or neutered after this and pay for the sterilization.

d. The cat must be taken to adoption days held at Petco.  These occur every Saturday, but the cat does not have to be taken every Saturday, but must go enough, so the cat has a better chance of being adopted.  If someone is taking the cat to Petco adoptions, the foster home must email or call Sheri McElroy prior to Saturday, so she has a crate available for the cat.
e. The foster home CANNOT adopt the cat to someone themselves.  Adoptions must be approved by Sheri or Laurie prior to adoption.

f. Adoption fee - the adoption fee for a kitten is $125.

10.  Feral cat caregiver procedures -  

a. If someone is taking care of a colony of cats and wants assistance with the spay/neuter or medical care, they must contact Holly or Rosann by phone or email.

b. The caregiver will be emailed a Feral Cat Program Colony Tracking Sheet that will need to be completed and emailed or faxed back to Holly PRIOR TO any arrangement being made for the cat.
c. Holly or Rosann will go over the procedure to get the cat fixed and the donation needed with the caregiver then a certificate will be issued, faxed to the vet, and emailed, faxed, or mailed to the caregiver or the certificate number will be given to the caregiver if time does not permit any of these other methods, such as emergency situations where a cat is injured, ill, or pregnant and must be seen by the vet immediately.

11. New Volunteers – Prior to anyone trapping, housing, caring for or especially interacting with the vets we use they must go through an orientation class and on-site training. In home inspection prior to their first catch will also be required. If someone has a trap and does this own their own they can not use any of our vets under our name prior to meeting the FCP requirements. Anyone that has their own trap and does this outside of our orientation must contact an approved volunteer who will then mentor the prospective volunteer on our guidelines, procedures and policies.
